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Introduction

The General Association of World Sports Federations (GAWSF) is dedicated to promoting
excellence in physical education, sports science, and athletic training programs globally. This
GAWSEF Accreditation Standards Manual outlines the comprehensive criteria and requirements
for institutions seeking GAWSF accreditation.

This manual serves as a comprehensive guide for applicant institutions, providing detailed
information on the standards, documentation requirements, and evaluation processes involved
in the GAWSF accreditation process.

GAWSF Accreditation Standards

The GAWSF accreditation standards are organized into six key areas:

1. Institutional Mission and Governance

2. Curriculum and Instruction

3. Faculty and Staff

4. Student Support Services

5. Facilities and Resources

6. Continuous Improvement and Outcomes Assessment

Each standard is further divided into specific sub-criteria, providing a clear framework for

institutions to demonstrate their compliance. The following sections outline the GAWSF
Accreditation Standards in detail, including the required documentation for each standard.

Standard 1: Institutional Mission and Governance

Criteria
e The institution's mission, vision, and values clearly articulate its commitment to
excellence in physical education, sports science, and athletic training.
e The institution's leadership and governance structures support the mission and
promote continuous improvement.
e The institution has policies and procedures in place to ensure academic integrity,
ethical conduct, and compliance with relevant laws and regulations.

Documentation Requirements
e The institution's mission, vision, and values statements
e Organizational charts and governance policies
e Academic integrity and ethics policies
e Compliance records and reports



Standard 2: Curriculum and Instruction

Criteria

The institution's academic programs are aligned with industry standards and learning
outcomes.

The curriculum integrates theoretical knowledge and practical applications
effectively.

The institution provides experiential learning opportunities, such as internships,
practicums, and research projects.

The institution has robust processes for program review, curriculum development,
and continuous enhancement.

Documentation Requirements

Curriculum maps for all programs

Course syllabi and descriptions

Experiential learning program details
Curriculum review and development policies

Standard 3: Faculty and Staff

Criteria

The institution’s faculty possess the appropriate educational qualifications,
professional experience, and research/scholarly activities to support the academic
programs.

The institution has faculty development and evaluation policies that promote
excellence in teaching, research, and service.

The institution has an adequate number of staff to support the academic and
administrative functions of the programs.

Documentation Requirements

Faculty roster with biographical information
Faculty development and evaluation policies
Staff organizational chart and job descriptions

Standard 4: Student Support Services

Criteria

The institution's admissions, enroliment, and student support policies ensure equity,
diversity, and accessibility.



e The institution provides academic advising, career counseling, and mental
health/wellness services to support student success.

The institution has mechanisms in place to engage with alumni and track graduate
outcomes and employment.

Documentation Requirements
e Admissions policies and procedures

e Academic advising, career counseling, and wellness program details
e Alumni engagement and tracking procedures

Standard 5: Facilities and Resources

Criteria

e The institution has specialized laboratories, equipment, and technology resources

dedicated to physical education, sports science, and athletic training.
The institution's facilities, including classrooms, recreational spaces, and
administrative offices, are adequate and well-maintained.

e The institution's library resources, both physical and digital, support the academic
programs.

Documentation Requirements

e Inventory and descriptions of specialized facilities and equipment
e Facility maintenance and management policies
e Library collection and resource descriptions

Standard 6: Continuous Improvement and Outcomes Assessment

Criteria

e The institution has a comprehensive assessment plan that measures student
learning, program effectiveness, and institutional performance.

e The institution uses data-driven decision-making and implements continuous
improvement initiatives.

e The institution has mechanisms in place to gather feedback from stakeholders,
including students, faculty, employers, and industry partners.

Documentation Requirements
e Assessment plan and related policies
e Data analysis and improvement initiatives
e Stakeholder feedback mechanisms and records

Institutions seeking GAWSF accreditation will demonstrate their compliance with these
standards.



Accreditation Process

The GAWSF accreditation process involves a comprehensive evaluation of the applicant
institution's compliance with the standards outlined in this manual. The process includes the
following steps:

1. Eligibility and Application

2. Self-Study and Documentation Submission
3. Desk Review

4. Accreditation Decision

5. Accreditation Notification and Award

6. Ongoing Monitoring and Renewal

Detailed information on each step of the process is provided in the GAWSF Accreditation
Guidelines.

Conclusion

The GAWSF Accreditation Standards Manual serves as the foundation for the GAWSF
accreditation process, ensuring the consistent and objective evaluation of physical education,
sports science, and athletic training programs globally. Applicant institutions are encouraged to
review this manual thoroughly and engage with the GAWSF Accreditation Office at
accreditation@gawsf.org for any additional guidance or support.



